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Fellow Patriots:
The One Hundred-Twelfth Year of our Society has been a satisfactory one.

Progress Against Goals

To begin with, 2006 has seen steady, incremental progress towards the goals set by the
Board of Managers in 2005. A revived Finance Committee under Brooks Zerkel with the
strong involvement of our new Treasurer Bob Burke has developed a revised Investment
Policy Statement, and aligned the asset allocation with the Funds’ investment objectives.
Further, our operating budget for the fiscal year continues to show flat expenses - we. all
but broke even on our two major Society Events- and we are doing our bit by holding
steady Annual Dues and the Member’s cost of the George Washington's Birthday Dinner.
After about two years of study and discussion, we have adopted new By-Laws, now
posted on our Website; and we continue to see spirited involvement of the Board in
managing the affairs of the Society. We all owe them a debt of gratitude for their service.

On that point, and in particular, I want to commend the work of the Development
Committee, guided by its Chair Glenn Webb, in laying the groundwork for the first
Capital Campaign in the Society's history, to kick off in 2007. It is surely time to focus
on endowing the Society for future generations.

The Year's Events

We all enjoyed one of the most interesting George Washington's Birthday
Dinners in years with the attendance of Colonel James Hickey and his stories
of the capture of Saddam Hussein. I can also report with confidence that it

did not rain on the Annual Meeting, and those who went down to Yorktown for
the 225th Anniversary of the Surrender will not soon forget that magnificent
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celebration. The Virginia Historical Society's Symposium "Virginians in the

White House" featured David McCullough, and the Society’s part in the sponsorship of
his wonderful talk on Leadership as personified by George Washington was duly
acknowledged by the VHS.

All Is Not Yet Well

I cannot, however, say that everything this year has proceeded according to our well-laid
plans. Membership continues flat (think seriously about siblings,

children, grandchildren, friends, will you ? ), and we are still restricted in

our ability to reduce the out-of-pocket costs of the Annual Meeting

and George Washington's Birthday Dinner, and to invest in scholarships and

patriotic events. Indeed, the VHS event was the only such contribution we

were able to afford in this year's Budget.

Thus you will forgive me for constantly dwelling on dollars and cents, but I
hope you will find it in your heart (and in your checkbook) to add a dollar
or so for the Annual Patriots Fund Contribution when you write your Dues
check this year. A letter is enclosed with more details on this.

Speaking of Dues, I am told by our Executive Assistant that a few Members are devoted
to the unfortunate habit of paying their dues only once every two years, which the old
By-Laws appeared to sanction by authorizing no action against those in arrears until after
two years had passed. This free pass has been revoked in the new By-Laws, effective
with this coming Dues cycle, and in future there will be only a one-year grace period
before Members will be dropped from the rolls. Details are found in the new By-Laws,
Section 7 (b), now posted on our Website, www.vssr.org.

George Washington's Birthday Dinner

Now I turn at last to plans for our annual George Washington's Birthday

Dinner, to be held as usual at the Commonwealth Club, on 17 February 2007.

We will honor the memory and legacy of General Washington and the 275th
anniversary of his birth, and we have invited the head of the United States

Coast Guard, Admiral Thad W. Allen as our Principal Speaker, along with the

usual complement of Armed Forces representatives. Admiral Allen we expect

will talk about the Port Security aspects of Homeland Defense, and the Coast Guard’s
ongoing Natural Disaster responsibilities, both very relevant topics.

Again this year we hope Members will step forward to defray the costs of

Our Flag and General Officer guests, by way of a contribution to the Patriots Fund. If
you are willing to do this, please so indicate on the Reservation Form for the Dinner,
enclosed with this letter. The cost for our Military Guests is the same as for Members,
$95.00 each. Remember that most will bring their wives and an aide as well.






